Ionic Lodge October 7, 1998  ~  What is Grand Lodge?
Brethren, for as far back as I can remember we "Toast" Grand Lodge at our meetings but "WHAT' do we toast or "WHO" do we toast.

Well, first, of all let me disperse the rumour of the first question as Grand Lodge is not "WHAT'. When we refer to "WHAT" the words Grand Lodge are used as, adjectives to describe such things as Grand Lodge Office, Grand Lodge Publications Etc. There is only "WHO" because Grand Lodge consists only of people. The people that make up Grand Lodge are greater in numbers than you would think of at first.

First, there are the Grand Lodge Officers all of who must be a Past Master, then there are the Past Grand Lodge Officers add to this all the Worshipful Masters, Senior Wardens, Junior Wardens and Past Masters of all the lodges in our Jurisdiction. In short, any Mason who is entitled to "Worshipful" in his Masonic identification plus any member who is a "Warden" is a member of Grand Lodge. As you can see, there are thousands of members of Grand Lodge

SO, lets do the math, lodges number in the neighbourhood of 640 plus, if we multiply by 3 for the principle officers of each lodge we get approximately 2000. If we were to estimate approximately 20 Past Masters per lodge that gives us another 13000, when added to the 2000 we get 15000 and this could be a low estimate.

The Grand Lodge Officers number approximately 185. They consist of the Grand Master, M.W. Bro. William T. Anderson, the Deputy Grand Master, R.W, Bro, Robert J. McKibbon, the Past Grand Masters who are still with us, there are also 46 District Deputy Grand Masters and 16 others who hold offices similar to those of our lodge officers, namely Grand Chaplain, Grand Senior Warden, Grand Junior Warden, and so on.

There are also 70 Grand Stewards appointed for the current year and finally we have a total of  35, Honorary, Elected and Appointed members of the Board of General Purposes.

We do have another 60000 plus members who comprise the rest of membership and are not officially members of Grand Lodge, they are extremely, and I mean extremely, important and vital to our Craft. I would like to refer to them as our younger or junior members as they are our legacy and will ensure our existence into the future. We, as the more senior members, must learn listen to what they have to say.

Let me quote the Bible, Joel Chapter 2, verse 28 "... your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall have visions" It is these visions that will enables to exist in the new millennium.  Let us not forget that we were those visionaries not that long ago

Therefore, I must issue a challenge to all Past Masters to stop using phrases like. "We have never done it like that here?" or "We don't do it like that here", when we do this we tend to question that person's integrity. I know that experience is the best teacher, but not to heed attention to these younger members will disenfranchise them and could prove fatal to our beloved Craft.

When I was in High School at Delta, my Grade 9 History teacher made a profound, but simple statement about History. He said "We study history in order the better understand the future".

When we study history, we do this with 20-20 vision, which enables to understand the future and history not only points out to us our achievements but also our mistakes. Our goal is not to repeat those mistakes.

Grand Lodge has but one aim, which is to protect and ensure that our beloved Craft goes on forever and ever. Let me leave you with a saying of the learned Confucius, "Knowledge is Boundless, but the capacity of one man limited". TOGETHER, young and old, arm in arm we can make and keep our craft simply, THE BEST! Thank you.

