Wardrope Lodge No 555  October 26, 1998  ~ Inter-Lodge Visitation

Brethren, I wish to renew a plea to you for inter-district visitations. Many of my predecessors have brought this same message to you in the past. Well, tonight it is my turn.

I am sure that later we will hear a toast to the visitors that will expound on the many good reasons we visit in Masonry. Believe me, brethren that visitation is our lifeline in Masonry maybe more so today than it ever has been in the past. We are encountering diminished numbers in the craft in all aspects, membership is down or diminishing, new candidates in some lodges is zero. We need to make these brethren feel like they are joining an organization that is second to none.

I was quite pleased to see the number of masons that are here this evening. I know that many of you are here to accompany myself on my official visit, and I am extremely grateful for that, but I am more grateful that our candidate had the opportunity to have an audience of this calibre here to witness his initiation into Masonry.

As important as it is to follow the District Deputy Grand Master on his visits it is more important to support our new candidates as they join and progress through their various degrees in Masonry.

Nothing can be more impressive to the candidate than to see a large number of Masons occupying the chairs in the lodge, from this he may develop a favourable opinion of masonry that will encourage him to participate beyond the point of just paying his dues. We never have a second opportunity to make a first impression. We owe this to all our newest Masons in the district.

At the Fall Meeting in September, I requested that lodges, usually through their Secretaries, inform the other lodges of their agenda for a particular evening so they can bolster the numbers for that meeting to make that special candidate feel even more welcomed. Visitation has many excellences that we have heard many, many times in the past, but there are two in particular in my estimation that need repeating that they become indelible to your minds. Firstly, visiting with our sister lodges in the district allows us to meet our so to speak extend family, we learn from them a different perspective, and I might add of the same objectives, of Masonry, that we have not encountered in our own Mother Lodge. This is the Educational aspect of Masonic Visitation that we are admonished to do on daily basis. Years ago, a PDDGM of my own lodge asked me if I have been out and visiting with other lodges, just prior to my Installation as Worshipful Master, Because he said something that I found profound at that time which has stayed with me since. He said, " If you go out and visit, IT SHOWS, and if do not go out and visit, IT SHOWS." This is the way of learning, my brethren. Secondly, as you have undoubtedly heard or said in the past why is the DDGM preaching to converted, well brethren I do have the converted in front of me this evening and all of you have a difficult task before you. I believe all of you care deeply for Masonry and I am sure that is why you are here this evening. The mission that we have is to make sure that our craft will last forever. As lodges are today undergoing many difficulties, we need to visit for the "Moral Support" of our brethren, but more particularly for our existence.

In summation, brethren our future as the greatest moral institution needs you in these difficult times, if you are there for it, it will be there for you. Thank You
