Meridian Lodge 687 ~ The Builders ~ February 10, 1999
My Brethren, You all must have seen pictures of the famous Italian landmark, the leaning tower of Pisa. You obviously have noticed that it leans a few degrees from the perpendicular. A tourist seeing it for the very first time was not impressed and grumbled "that looks like the work of the same contractor who built my garage".

Masons are builders! In fact a famous Mason named Joseph Fort Newton wrote a book about the Craft and named it simply "The Builders". All Masons know that we trace our traditional roots to the ancient Craftsmen who participated in the building of King Solomon's Temple. Many also realize that the forerunners of modern Masonic Lodges were medieval lodges of devout craftsmen. There are few, however, know that Masons laid the cornerstones of many important buildings in Ontario, not brick masons. Freemasons!

Today we like to say we are no longer "operative masons". We are "speculative Masons"-- which means we do not build physical buildings or other structures. Our building task is symbolic. We build character. We build good men. We build brotherhood.

A good way of putting it is good Masons do not build walls or fences. Our work is not to separate or divide people. Our fraternity ought never isolate or alienate human beings from one another. An interesting fact is that the original Canadians never built fences or walls. Private ownership of land and property boundary lines were strange notions to the Native Canadians. The Europeans brought that concept to these shores! The Indians never walled out other Indian nations or Europeans settlers from their land. They were welcoming and open. They believed in sharing.

Masons do not wall out men because of creed, ethnicity or physical characteristics. We have never excluded people based on strict doctrinal standards. Our fraternity is an inclusive brotherhood, which welcomes Jews, Christians, Muslims and persons of other religions. We only ask for a basic belief in a Supreme Being and a dedication to moral living. We welcome all men who intend to build their lives and their relationships according to the compass of virtue, the plumb line of morality, and the square of ethics.

We disagree strenuously with any church leader who says a Christian cannot be a Mason without compromising his beliefs or his allegiance to Christ. These same leaders want Masons to undergo a test for membership. As one minister who wrote a sermon some 48 years ago with the mistaken belief attacking Masonry, this sermon in part read:

"If Masonry asks its initiates to acknowledge and confess Jesus Christ as Lord and the True God, then Masonry's God is the true God. BUT if Masonry does not acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord and the True God, then the God of Masonry is not the True God."

That reminds me of the smug, self-righteous fellow who spoke condescendingly to someone who belonged to different religion. He whined, "that's alright. We're both just trying to serve the Lord, you in your way

and I in HIS!"(Point upwards)

That type of spirit has no place in Masonry! Nor does the attempt to impose some theological "litmus​ test" on members or potential members. That, my Brethren is building walls between people. Masons do not build walls and fences.

Yet, we are builders, but not of walls, but of bridges. We Masons build bridges. Bridges connect. Walls Divide. Bridges enhance communication. Walls obstruct communication. Bridges promote friendship. Walls cause isolation. Webster defines a bridge as:

"any structure- raised to afford convenient passage over river, railroad, ravine or ANY OTHER OBSTACLE"

Masons build bridges of understanding. We connect people by brotherhood. We construct passageways of friendship between persons who may differ in church or language or race. We build tolerance as a conveyance that brings human beings together. Building bridges of friendship is at the heart of Masonry. An article which appeared in the New York Times back in March 1985 and stated in part:

"Religious pluralism has long been a hallmark of the Masons, as is seen by annual family dedication breakfast this morning of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York. About 2000 members of the fraternal order and their families will gather at 8:00am at three sites- St. Patrick's Cathedral (Roman Catholic) St. Bartholomew's Church (Episcopal) and the East 55t" Street Conservative Synagogue (Jewish). After the services, the Masons will assemble and parade together to the Sheraton Centre for Breakfast."

That my brethren is what is meant by Masonry building Bridges.

A little piece, which was written by a person named E. Larsen probably, summed it up appropriately entitled "Building Bridges"

People, like islands, need bridges - a way to cross over, speak, reach, see over all that silent water. !t is t he only way. Because people aren't people, not real people, without that bridge; and the only action, the only REAL action, takes place on the bridge between people. So if I wait, you wait everyone waits; when I don't start, you don't start. Nobody arrives. No builders, no bridges. The meaning of the world doesn't change; it always stays the same - same hopes, same challenges, same tragedies, same fears and victories. What does change is my involvement with it - my awareness, my understanding, my growth. And growth is only a deepening of what passes between you and me - what passes on the bridge" What could be better than to be a builder of bridges between people and groups? What could be a better

way to be remembered when we are gone? Would we not like people to say of us, "He was a builder of bridges"?

Can you think of a more noble cause? Can you imagine anything truer to the purposes of Freemasonry?

As earlier mentioned, in his book "The Builders", Joseph Fort Newton suggests a challenge with which I would like to leave you. He tells us the mission of Masonry is "to form mankind into a great redemptive brotherhood. He sums up the spirit of Masonry by daring us to be friends with all men however they may differ from us in creed, or conditions; to fill every human relationship with the spirit of friendship.

Brethren, maybe, just maybe we should all practice Masonry a little more instead of just talking about it.

